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LEGAL LIABILITY
FOR SOMEONE TO SUCCESSFULLY SUE FOR
DAMAGES, THREE CRITERIA MUST EXIST:

1.  THEY MUST BE OWED A DUTY
2.  THE DUTY MUST HAVE BEEN BREACHED
3.  THEY MUST HAVE SUFFERED DAMAGES



OCCUPIER’S 
LIABILITY ACT

• “AN OCCUPIER OF PREMISES OWES A DUTY TO
TAKE SUCH CARE AS IS REASONABLE TO SEE
THAT PERSONS ENTERING ON THE PREMISES, 
ARE REASONABLY SAFE”



RULE OF THUMB

IF YOU KNOW OF A DANGER

(OR OUGHT TO KNOW)

YOU HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO

PROTECT PEOPLE FROM THAT

DANGER



IMPACT OF 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

LANDSCAPING CAN:

CREATE HAZARDS

REDUCE HAZARDS

PROVIDE NATURAL PROTECTION FROM HAZARDS































WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE?

• IS LANDSCAPING CREATING/ REDUCING OR
ELIMINATING RISK?

• IF ACCIDENT OCCURRED HOW CAN YOU
SUPPORT YOUR LANDSCAPING DECISIONS?



THANK YOU
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