
Living in a 
World of 
Difference



We ackn owledge we a r e situ a ted  on  th e 
t r ad it ion a l lan ds of  th e Coast  Sa lish  peop les, 
an d  in  pa r t icu la r , we ackn owledge ou r  
r ela t ion sh ips with  th e q ̓ʷɑ:n ̓ƛ̓ən ̓ (Kwan t len ), 
q ̓ic ̓əy ̓ (Ka tzie), M¡ th xwi (Matsqu i) an d  
Se'm ya 'm e (Sem iah m oo) Fir st  Na t ion s.

Where we are



Guyana

Fam ily
Siblin gs



Edm on ton

Sch ool
Family



Understanding the World We Live in

We need to understand who we are to understand 
ou r  stor y, an d  h ow we belon g in  th e wor ld .



Understanding the World We Live in

Owning  ou r  stor y can  be h ar d  bu t  n ot  n ear ly as d if f icu lt  a s spen d in g 
ou r  lives r u n n in g f r om  it . Em br acin g ou r  vu ln er abilit ies is r isky, bu t  
n ot  n ear ly a s dan ger ou s a s givin g u p  on  love an d  belon gin g an d  joy - 
th e exper ien ces th a t  m ake u s th e m ost  vu ln er able. On ly wh en  we a r e 
br ave en ou gh  to exp lor e th e dar kn ess will we d iscover  th e in f in it e 
power  of  ou r  ligh t . - Br en e Br own



Understanding the World We Live in

Sharing stories of people's experiences is not only 
va lu able for  p r om ot in g u n der st an d in g — it  can  h elp  u s 
r em em ber  im por tan t  in for m a t ion  th a t  can  gu ide ou r  
fu tu r e act ion s - Gar y Gr een



Engaging the World We Live in
Intersectionality describes how different elements 
of  a  per son s iden t ity can  be d iscr im in a ted  aga in st  
with  n ega t ive ou tcom es

r ace, eth n icity, gen der , sex, socioecon om ic sta tu s, 
sexu a l or ien ta t ion , age, r eligion / r eligiou s beliefs, 
n a t ion a l or igin , an d  em ot ion a l, developm en ta l 
abilit ies

m u lt ip le com pou n d  issu es, wh ich  in clu ded  bu t  
n ot  lim ited  to” pover ty, u n h ou sed , add ict ion , 

m en ta l h ea lth , ph ysica l h ea lth  



Engaging in the World We Live in
Roots of intersectionality



Wh en  we den y ou r  stor ies, th ey def in e u s. Wh en  we own  
ou r  stor ies, we get  to wr it e a  br ave n ew en d in g - Br en e 
Br own

Engaging the World We Live in



Impacting the World We Live in

How do I/we rewrite the story



Consider intersectionality in diversity and inclusion when 
wor kin g towar ds ch an ge

• Tr a in in g
• Diver sity an d  in clu sion  p r ogr am s
• Tr yin g n ew appr oach es
• Ackn owledge u n con sciou s bia s

Use th is len s to be cr ea t ive, in n ova t ive an d  lea r n  f r om  
each  oth er

Impacting the World We Live in



Living in a World of Difference

Listening to others and the impact of how we 
do ou r  wor k can  lead  to bet t er  h ea lth  an d  well-
bein g in  life

Hon ou r  ou r  d if fer en ces an d  we do n ot  h ave 
to becom e each  oth er  in  or der  to wor k 

togeth er  ˙  Au dr e Lor de



Q&A
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