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opens eyes at United
Nations
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WE ARE SPENDING THE
MONEY ON THE

WRONG END OF THE
PROBLEM!




Intersection Between Recreation,
Parks & Climate Change

Vancouver Extreme Heat
& Wildfire Smoke

BCRPA Panel Discussion
May 2, 2024

* Introduction

* Extreme Heat
* The current context
* Recreations Role & next steps

¢ Wildfire Smoke & Air Quality planning
* Recent Context

* Recreation’s role & next steps

Extreme Heat, The Current Context
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Case Study: the Heat Dome (2021)
1. Exceeded 2050 climate change projections

2. More deaths than any other weather-related hazard in Canada (117 in Vancouver
and over 600+ across BC).

3. +12,000 calls to 911 in one day - double regular volume.

4. 98% of deaths indoors, 56% lived alone, and 67% of deaths 70+ years

Recreation’s Role

Image from City of Vancouver Cimate Change Adspation Sstegy (2015
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Main City functions:

. Increase access to drinking water, spray parks, misting stations, bottled water
. Provide indoor shelter from the heat (Cooling Centres)

. Shaded Parklets

Recreation’s Role in Extreme Heat

= 17 Community Centres as
cooling centres

= 25 Neighbourhood wading
pools & spray parks

. Public Information and messaging (translation 10+ languages)

= Misting stations & drinking

2
3
4. Cooling in Nonmarket Housing and SROs
5
6 .
fountains

. Support and coordinate with community partners (funding + materials)
7. Cool Kits + DIY Air Filters

= Retrofit Older buildings

= Adding AC to New buildings

Wildfire Smoke & Air Quality Planning

= Push button spray parks/splash
pads

= Maintaining tree canopy
¢ Expanding tree watering program

* Increasing tree canopy
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Wildfire Smoke & Air Quality — The Current Context Recreation’s Role

= 4 Cleaner Air Centres in Community Centres
= Cancelling events and programs
= Disproportionate impact
= What else?
* New builds having improved filters

* New approach for 2024

Looking Forward
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| Key points

* Our Journey
* Lessons Learned I The JOU m ey

* Moving Forward

We CAN get things ‘
done!

Lessons
Learned



Breaking Tradition?
Looking Forward

Subtitle

I Why it matters



